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WORKSHOPS & EDUCATIONAL CONCERT KICK-OFF 
THIS YEAR’S EVERGREEN JAZZ FESTIVAL

EVERGREEN, Colo., June 29, 2010 – The Evergreen Jazz Festival student workshops return again this year, led by an all-star roster of musicians (see listing at the end of this release).  The workshops have added a voice clinician this year and extended instructional time.  

The workshops will be held at Evergreen Christian Church, July 20 and 22, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Also planned are a free educational concert on Friday, July 23, at noon, featuring singer Wende Harston and pianist Hank Troy, and a collaboration during the festival among professional musicians and workshop students.
The workshops, open to all ages and led by leading Colorado jazz musicians, are designed for intermediate and advanced students of jazz and will include hands-on instruction on jazz improvisation and instrument technique.  

“From the very beginning, the Evergreen Jazz Festival has placed a high priority on helping young musicians appreciate and re-create traditional jazz,” said workshop leader Bill Clark, a music professor at the University of Colorado at Denver and leader of the internationally known Queen City Jazz Band.   “We make every effort each year to reach as many young musicians as possible and provide them with a rewarding two-day experience.  The faculty this year is tremendous and has the expertise to help all young instrumentalists and singers.”
The Friday educational concert will feature Wende Harston, the renowned vocalist with the Queen City Jazz Band, and its pianist Hank Troy in a retrospective of female traditional jazz singers.
Students from the workshops will play with members of the Queen City Jazz Band Sunday, July 25, 1:30 p.m. at the Evergreen Lake House.
There is a $40 fee to attend the workshop but scholarships are available.  The fee includes the two-day workshops, lunch and a three-day pass to the entire festival.

Interested musicians should contact  Ed Cannava at ecan11@msn.com or 303-328-7277 to register for the workshops.  Registration is due by July 15.  
The festival begins in Evergreen, 25 minutes southwest of Denver, on Friday, July 23, at noon and continues throughout the weekend until Sunday at 6 p.m.  The schedule is available at the festival web site www.EvergreenJazz.org.

Tickets can be purchased through the web site or by calling 303.697.5467.
The Evergreen Jazz Festival is a 501 (c)(3) organization and is operated by volunteers in and around the Evergreen, Colo. community.  Funding is provided by ticket sales, sponsorships, individual contributions and fundraising events.
EJF Jazz Workshop Faculty:

Trumpeter John Bartmann taught instrumental music for the Cherry Creek school district for 30 years and before that in suburban Chicago schools.  Since retiring, he plays with the Queen City Jazz Band as well as other groups in the Denver area.  He was a member of the 5th Army Band and then the Department of the Army Rolling Along Show that toured the world for a year.

Bill Clark is a professor of music at the University of Colorado Denver.  He has been playing jazz professionally since he was in high school.  Professor Clark has directed the Queen City Jazz Band, for which his plays tuba, since the mid 1980s and also directs a college traditional jazz band, the UC Denver Claim Jumpers.  
Wende Harston is classically trained  in theatre, music and vocal pedagogy, and has been a professional actor and vocalist since childhood.  Ms. Harston has taught privately or in schools from elementary through college and conducts workshops and master classes for choirs, bands and individuals in voice, film acting, theatre arts, stage acting, auditioning, runway modeling and whatever else the traffic will allow.

Stephen Hill played guitar and banjo in the University of Colorado Dixie band, the Claim Jumpers, and was recognized by CU for his research into the music of Django Reinhardt.  He currently serves on the faculty at Broadway Music School, where he teaches and coaches jazz and gypsy ensembles.  He performs regularly in Denver with the hot club group Gypsy Swing Revue.

Drummer Todd Reid plays jazz of all styles, from early jazz to contemporary, and is an instructor at the University of Colorado Denver.

Chuck Schneider is a saxophonist/clarinetist who freelances and teaches in the Denver area.  He has taught jazz theory and improvisation at the college level and has performed with and backed up many name artists, including Clark Terry, Nancy Wilson and Stan Getz.  

Hank Troy has been pianist with the Queen City Jazz Band since 1981. He is a solo performer and accompanist who plays ragtime, traditional jazz and swing. He is teacher and coach for piano.
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