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BIGGEST EVERGREEN JAZZ FESTIVAL YET 
IS AGAIN A BIG SUCCESS
Next Year Will Mark Festival’s 10th Anniversary

EVERGREEN, Colo., Aug. 5,  2010 – The Evergreen Jazz Festival reaffirmed itself as a community institution with crowds and reactions that all but ensure a celebration of its first decade next year when the festival is scheduled for July 29, 30 and 31, 2011.

Building on last year’s success, 14 bands—the most ever—performed at this year’s festival.  Many sessions had standing room only as 80 hours of live jazz were heard on five stages in Evergreen.  

“We continue to be heartened by the response our festival receives,” EJF president Jeannie Mann said.  “As an all-volunteer effort, we need the support of many area residents, and they do not disappoint.  They came together to produce what has now become the second largest community annual event in Evergreen.  And our sponsors have been wonderful, especially Stevinson Lexus of Lakewood, our lead sponsor.  We couldn’t do this without all of them.” 

The infectious joy and atmosphere of fun was evident during the three-day affair.  One woman danced with her coat jacket as Joni Janak sang “It Don’t Mean a Thing If It Ain’t Got That Swing.”  Jeff Henton, the tuba player for the youth band the Jazz Cookers, sang a rousing rendition of “I Can’t Dance,” all the more ironic because he danced as he blew his horn.  And a couple probably four times his age sashayed on the magnificent Elks Club dance floor throughout the three-day celebration of traditional jazz.

“You and the board put on a great festival,” said Roger Campbell of the After Midnight Jazz Band.  “We would love to do it again next year.”  

Linda Kirkpatrick, one of the volunteers who provided food for the musicians, said, “Congratulations for another super festival.”

Barbara Fitzsimmons said, “The educational session with Wende Harston was a great experience—listening to her ‘history’ in song.  She’s an amazing woman and with the Queen City Jazz Band, it’s an unbeatable combination.”  Harston, along with pianist Hank Troy, kicked off the festival with “Sophisticated Ladies,” a two-hour free concert on the history of women singers in jazz. 
As always, the Evergreen Jazz Festival included the best of both Colorado and national bands, including piano virtuosos Carl Sonny Leyland, from California and John Royen from New Orleans, Australian reed player Anita Thomas, San Diego vocalist Deeja Marie, James Dapogny’s Chicago Jazz, as well as Colorado-based Hot Tomatoes Dance Orchestra, Gypsy Swing Revue, and celebrating its fifty-second year, the Queen City Jazz Band with Wende Harston.

The educational component, a mission critical part of the festival, grew this year.  Two student workshops attracted the largest contingent of students ever, doubling last year’s response.  They were led by some of the area’s finest jazz educators along with area musicians, led by QCJB’s Bill Clark.  Three youth groups performed:  the Jazz Cookers, a group of former Arapahoe High School students; the Denver Jazz Club Youth All-Stars, the Denver area high school students who were invited this year to the nation’s largest “trad jazz” festival in Sacramento; and students from the workshop who performed with the QCJB.
New this year were dance demonstrations put on by some of the area’s finest swing dancers.  
 “While we were thrilled with the packed houses this year, our goal is really to attract new fans to traditional jazz, a uniquely American music,” Mann said.  “It’s especially gratifying to see more young faces in the crowd.  We are at the point where our main objective each year is not to grow larger, but to grow better.  I think our tenth anniversary next year will be very gratifying to the entire community.”
The Evergreen Jazz Festival is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization and is operated solely by volunteers in and around the Evergreen, Colo. community.  Funding is provided by ticket sales, sponsorships, individual contributions and fundraising events.
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