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Evergreen Jazz Festival Celebrates
10th Anniversary

EVERGREEN, Colo., July 5, 2011 – Evergreen Jazz Festival celebrates its tenth anniversary July 29, 30 and 31, with another all-star line-up of traditional jazz performers. The festival will also celebrate its founder, Sterling Nelson, who is retiring this year as music director. 
Sterling, 82, has been active in the Denver area jazz scene since the 1960s when he was president of the Denver Jazz Club.

This year, the festival welcomes the Yerba Buena Stompers, a rowdy San Francisco style band. The veteran musicians in the band have appeared at Carnegie Hall, on “A Prairie Home Companion” and on the “Tonight Show.”
Sponsors for this tenth anniversary celebration are ConocoPhillips, Forest Oil, FirstBank, Studio 1430 KEZW, Jazz89 KUVO, and the Canyon Courier.

As is tradition with the Evergreen festival, educational workshops and performance opportunities are planned for student musicians. Workshops will be held Thursday, July 28 and Friday, July 29 with opportunities for some students to play with the pros on the EJF stages. Each student will also receive a free pass to the entire festival with parents offered a discount ticket.  
The festival celebrates young jazz musicians this year, as the Jazz Cookers, a local trad jazz band comprised of graduates of Denver area high schools are on the schedule. Also appearing, fresh off their appearances at the Sacramento Jazz Festival and the Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland, is the Denver Jazz Club Youth All-Stars band. 

In all, 12 bands will appear at the 2011 Evergreen Jazz Festival:

· After Midnight Jazz Band  www.aftermidnightjazzband.com/
· Denver Jazz Club Youth All-Stars youthallstars.denverjazzclub.com
· Don Stiernberg Quartet www.donstiernberg.com
· Gypsy Swing Revue www.gypsyswingrevue.com/
· Hot Tomatoes Dance Orchestra www.hottomatoes.com/index.html
·  Independence Hall Jazz Band  www.sterlingentertainment.com/index.html
· The John Royen Quartet www.neworleansjazzpiano.com/Default.htm
· Joni Janak and Centerpiece Jazz jonijanak.com/centerpiecejazz.htm
· Queen City Jazz Band www.queencityjazzband.com/
· Rain Dogs www.kcraindogs.com/
· Jazz Cookers www.jazzcookers.com
· Yerba Buena Stompers www.yerbabuenastompers.com/home.html
Music begins Friday at 1 p.m. with a free educational concert called "Sophisticated Ladies:  The Vocal Greats of Jazz." It’ll be presented by Wende Harston and Hank Troy of the Queen City Jazz Band. 
Music continues throughout the weekend until Sunday at 6 p.m.  The schedule is available at the festival web site www.EvergreenJazz.org.

The Evergreen Jazz Festival features five venues where the sound is great and the atmospheres are equal parts jazz club, dance hall and fresh Rocky Mountain air.

This year’s festival will again offer swing dance lessons Friday at 11:45 a.m. and at 9:45 a.m. Saturday and Sunday.  Lessons are free to ticket holders.
Tickets can be purchased through the web site or by calling 303.697.5467.  

The Evergreen Jazz Festival is a 501 (c)(3) organization and operated by volunteers in and around the Evergreen, Colo. community.  Funding is provided by ticket sales, sponsorships, individual contributions and fundraising events.  The festival web site is www.EvergreenJazz.org
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