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2010 Evergreen Jazz Festival:  

The Biggest (and Likely Best) Ever 


EVERGREEN, Colo., May 6, 2010 – This year’s Evergreen Jazz Festival will be held July 23, 24 and 25 in Evergreen, Colorado, the scenic mountain town just 25 minutes from downtown Denver.  This year’s festival, the largest ever for the nine-year old event, combines the best in trad jazz with both intimate listening and dancing venues.


The festival welcomes back a couple of old friends this year with the appearance of the Independence Hall Jazz Band and James Dapogny’s Chicago Jazz Band.  A new talent at the festival this year is Deejha Marie whose vocal style combines the best in jazz and blues.

The 2010 Evergreen Jazz Festival line-up of 14 bands, the most ever, includes:

· After Midnight Jazz Band is small combo swing at its best.  Channeling the Benny Goodman Sextet, After Midnight is back again this year.  http://www.aftermidnightjazzband.com/
· The Carl Sonny Leyland Trio features Carl’s boogie woogie and blues piano, along with drummer Hal Smith and bassist Marty Eggers.  http://www.carlsonnyleyland.com/home.cfm
· Celebration Jazz Band is led by Colorado legend Bob Cooke in a rare appearance by the band that inspired the birth of the festival.
· Deejha Marie has a wonderful vocal range and a powerful delivery that commands audience attention.  She draws inspiration from legends such as Ella, Sassy and Lady Day.  http://www.deejhamarie.com/index.php
· Festival Feetwarmers with Anita Thomas. Anita hails from Australia and plays a mean sax and clarinet.  Rounding out the ‘Warmers are pianist John Royen, guitarist Katie Cavera, trumpeter Clint Baker and bassist Mike Earls.

· Denver’s own Gypsy Swing Revue will make you think you’re at the Hot Club France as the boys recall the groundbreaking group that included violinist Stephane Grappelli and guitarist Django Reinhardt.   http://www.gypsyswingrevue.com/
· Hot Tomatoes Dance Orchestra is a swing band based in Denver and has performed with the nation’s greatest jazz artists such as Tony Bennett, Clark Terry, Wynton Marsalis and Harry “Sweets” Edison. http://www.hottomatoes.com/index.html
· Absent since 2006, the Philadelphia-based Independence Hall Jazz Band  is back at the Evergreen Jazz Festival.  A classic Dixieland band with banjo and tuba as part of the rhythm section, the band features trombonist Doug Finke and trumpeter Charlie Caranicas.  http://www.sterlingentertainment.com/index.html
· The International Sextet offers a special treat.  Hear Leyland, Thomas team up with bassist Clint Baker, guitarist Katie Cavera & reed player Kim Cusack.

· James Dapogny’s Chicago Jazz Band is back!  We missed them last year but the boys return in 2010 with their great range of music styles—from turn-of-the-century ragtime to 40’s swing.  http://www.centerstageartists.com/artists/JamesDapogny/index.html
· The John Royen Quartet includes Jim Snyder on clarinet, Mike Earls on bass and Charlie Fardella on trumpet. Prepare to be wowed by John’s versatility that has earned him an international following, though he still calls New Orleans home.  http://www.neworleansjazzpiano.com/Default.htm
· Joni Janak and Centerpiece Jazz perform the standards from the Great American Songbook.  Joni supplies the vocals backed by guitarist Ed Stephen, bassist Colin Gieg and drummer Ron Moewes, along with special guest saxophonist Rich Chiaraluce. http://jonijanak.com/centerpiecejazz.htm
· Marty Eggers’ Ragtime Quintet.  Marty may hail from Oakland, California, but this group will make you think you’re in the heart of The Big Easy.
· The Queen City Jazz Band is now in its sixth decade and features renowned vocalist Wende Harston, who again will lead a Sunday morning gospel service.  http://www.queencityjazzband.com/
And as a bonus for festival goers, The Jazz Cookers (http://www.jazzcookers.com) will make an appearance.  The group comprises current and former students of Arapahoe High School in Centennial, Colorado.

Music begins Friday at noon at the Festival and continues throughout the weekend until Sunday at 6 p.m.  The schedule is available at the festival web site www.EvergreenJazz.org.

The Evergreen Jazz Festival features five venues where the sound is great and the atmospheres are equal parts jazz club, dance hall and fresh Rocky Mountain air.

This year’s festival will again offer free swing dance lessons Friday at 2:15 p.m. and at 9:45 a.m. both Saturday and Sunday.

Tickets can be purchased through the web site or by calling 303.697.5467.  Order by June 30 and save $55 for all three days.  You can also buy discounted tickets for individual day parts. 

The Evergreen Jazz Festival is a 501 (c)(3) organization and operated by volunteers in and around the Evergreen, Colo. community.  Funding is provided by ticket sales, sponsorships, individual contributions and fundraising events.  The festival web site is www.EvergreenJazz.org
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